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(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/GB99/04142 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17).): 
Description, pages: 

1-12 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-27 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/5-5/5 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



IV. Lack of unity of invention 

1. In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims. 
IS paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

□ neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. □ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied and chose, according to Rule 

68.1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 

□ complied with. 

\S not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 

4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary 
examination in establishing this report: 

IS all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. . 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) Yes: 

No: 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: 

No: 



Claims 1-12,15- 18, 22 - 27 

Claims 13,14,19 - 21 

Claims 1 - 12, 15 - 18, 22 - 27 

Claims 13,14,19 - 21 
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International application No. PCT/GB99/041 42 



Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1 - 27 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item IV 

Lack of unity of invention 

1) .The application lacks unity as the claims pertain to two separate inventions. 

2) .The separate claim groups are: 

a) .CIaims 1 - 12 : a portable loudspeaker comprising a sound generating unit in a housing 

the housing having an outer periphery in the shape of a storage device 
for a CD box or a tape cassette box or a mini disc box. 

b) .CIaims 13 to 18 : a portable loud speaker comprising a sound generating unit mounted 

in or on a lid of a box enclosure of a housing , which lid can move to 
cover or uncover the enclosure opening and means coupled to the sound 
generating unit to receive signals from a personal player. 

c) . Claims 19 to 25 : a loudspeaker comprising an acoustic radiator and a transducer 
wherein the acoustic radiator comprises first and second regions with different stiffness. 

d) .CIaims 26 and 27 : Combine the two inventions of 1 to 12 or 13 to 18 with the invention 

of claims 19 to 25. 

3a). Rule 13 (PCT) requires that the application relate to one invention only or to a group 

of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. 
bi).The intended inventive concept of independent claim 1 appears to involve the 
combination of a portable loudspeaker with a housing having an outer periphery in the 
shape of a storage device. 

ii).The concept of claim 13 appears to be that the portable loud speaker housing comprises 
an enclosure , which enclosure is not necessarily comparable with the storage device 
shaped outer periphery of claim 1 . This thus forms a second concept. 
c).The intended inventive concept of independent claim 19 pertains to a loud speaker 
and features of its acoustic radiator. 

This therefore has no common features and certainly no common inventive link with claims 
1 to 18 such that there is a lack of unity. 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1). Claims 1 to 18 

a) . Claim 1 pertains to a portable loud speaker comprising 

a sound generating unit in a housing having an outer shape of a storage device 
selected from the group consisting of CD box, tape cassette box and minidisc box. 

b) .The prior art shows 

1) . in D1 : WQ97 09856 a portable loud speaker arrangement which also includes a 
housing in the form of a CD player comprising a box type part and lid. The loud speakers 
may be mounted in the lid of the box type part which contains the CD player device (see 
page 3 line 24 to page 4 line 4). 

The difference between this and the portable loud speaker of claim 1 of the present 
application is that the CD player of D1 is intended to play the CD but not to store the CD. 
ii). in D2 : EP-A- 0 412 462 a picture/sound device includes a flat screen which acts as 
a lid hinged thereto. The loud speaker may be arranged within the hinge arrangement. 
This too is a player (of video tapes and of CDS for example) and is not in the form of a 
storage device there for. 

c) . It would therefore appear that a loud speaker arranged within a housing a storage 
device as claimed in claim 1 of the present application is not apparent from the prior art of 
the Search Report and would thus fulfill the requirements of Articles 33(2) and (3) PCT. 

d) . The dependent claims 2 to 12 would also fulfill these requirements being dependent 
on claim 1. 

2) . Claims 13 to 18 

a). There is a lack of clarity in claim 13 due to the reference "hereinbefore defined" (see 
Section VIII) Thus as far as the claim may be understood , it would appear to be 
anticipated by the document D1 : WO9709856 which shows a box enclosure having a lid 
in which a loudspeaker is located (see page 3 lines 24 to 26). 

Claim 13 thus appears to lack novelty in the light of D1 as far as it may be understood in 
the light of the lack of clarity objection. 
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b). Concerning the dependent claims 14 to 18 : 

i) . Claim 14 : The lid of the box in D1 is attached by a hinge . 

ii) . Claim 15 : The outer periphery of the box of D1 has the appearance of a CD player and 
not of a storage device from the group cited in claim 15. Thus the inclusion of this feature 
in claim 13 would possibly produce a novel and inventive claim which is however basically 
a repetition of features from claim 1 which would make it superfluous. 

iii) . Claims 16 to 18 being dependent on claim 15 would also meet the requirements of 
Articles 33(2) and (3) PCT. 

3) . Claims 19 to 25 

a) . Claim 19 pertains to a loudspeaker comprising an acoustic radiator and a transducer 
wherein the acoustic radiator comprises first and second regions with different stiffness. 
Attention is directed to D1 which shows a loud speaker including a radiator panel that may 
also include patches to damp excessive movement (see page 9 lines 2 to 12). These 
patches would appear to increase the stiffness of the panel in the area where it is applied, 
thus anticipating the features of claim 19 such that claim 1 9 would not appear to be novel 
contrary to the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT. 

b) . According to D1 the panel has a uniform stiffness (see description page 1 lines 20 to 
28). The addition of the bitumen patches would give these individual areas a second 
stiffness factor. 

Thus it would appear that the features of claims 20 and 21 are anticipated by the 
disclosure of D1 and are thus not novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 

c) . The radiator panel appears to have a uniform thickness according to the disclosure of 
D1 , neither are the specific frequencies given and thus the feature of claim 22 is not 
disclosed therein such that this feature in combination with claim 19 could produce a claim 
which fulfills the requirements of Articles 33(2) and (3) PCT. 

d) . Claims 23 to 25 appear to refer to specific choices of ranges which would fulfill the 
requirements of Articles 33(2) and (3) when dependent on claim 22 . 

4) . Claims 26 and 27 

These claims pertain to the combination of claims 1 to 12 with claims 13 to 18. As claim 
1 appears to fulfill the requirements of Articles 33(2) and (3) PCT the combination of other 
features therewith would also fulfill these requirements. 
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Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

1 ). The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in parentheses 
(Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

1). Claim 13 refers to "a portable loudspeaker for use with a personal player as 
hereinbefore defined ..." 

This statement is not clear as it does not specify to where the "hereinbefore" applies. 
If it relates to the previous claims then it should refer to the claim number. Otherwise 
it should not refer to any specific passage in the description but be clear in itself as 
to its meaning. 
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This International Search Report consists of a total of 3 
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prior art document cited in this report 



1. Q Certain claims were foand unsearchable (see Box I). 
Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 

3. [J The international appUcation contains disclosure of a mirf^^ --a, 

, international search was carried out on the baS of ^S^^^ aad$c * u ~ ce &** *nd the 

Q filed with the international appUcation. 

□ furnished by the applicant separately from the internationai application. 
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4. With regard to the tifle, Q fte text is approved as submitted by the applicant 
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\X\ the text is approved as submitted by the appUcant 
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6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is: 

Figure No. _4_ g] as suggested by the applicant 

□ because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
Q because this figure better characterizes the 



PI None of the figures. 



invention. 
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